Montana Cup XXXII Recap
5 km XC Race, Gallatin County Regional Park
Bozeman, MT
11-1-2025
by Leigh Holleman, David Ayala, and Jamie Brusa

Montana Cup 2025 started on one of the warmest fall days in Montana Cup history —temps were
around 60 degrees at race time and ended up hitting 70 by mid-day.

The men's race featured a massive contingent of hometown gold-clad talent, and a Helena squad
nearly as large as their "Team Blue" tent set-up ("Camp Vigilante"). The full array of rainbow-
colored jerseys was on display as runners blasted off the line. This stampede of unleashed fitness
made for fun viewing from the nearby pavilions where spectators and fellow racers gathered.

The men progressed from the semi-tamed grasses of the starting area, past the BMX park, behind
the large man-made hill of Gallatin Regional Park, around a paved corner, and out into the
“Halloween-fest” area. Here, they negotiated several zig-zags of mowed prairie, the first of three
hills, and the occasional well-flagged gopher hole, all while being guided by festive pumpkins as
course markers.

Next, the men took a gravel path to the northwest corner of the park, turned back along a fun
single-track section, and traveled around one of the ponds in anticipation of the dreaded hill in the
final mile. This man-made mound presented a grueling ascent and treacherous descent, but also a
delightful vantage point for spectators. Following the big hill, runners wound their way back toward
the starting area, summited one last rise, and re-traced their steps as they sprinted into the finish.

Adam Peterson from Missoula took control of the race fairly early, battling with Bozeman's Zach
Perrin (of the famed Flathead based running family), Jeff Mogavero from Missoula, and Nate
Wellington from Helena. After this lead group, Missoula and Bozeman dominated the next 10
spots, foreshadowing the ultimate team standings. When the scoring was complete, Missoula
emerged victorious (again) with 27 points to Bozeman's 39. Wow, what a great battle and fun race
to watch!

The Ladies' race started promptly at 1pm, with national-class runner (and 2013 MT Cup champion)
Makena Morley taking hold of the lead early on and only increasing it as the race progressed,
cruising to an impressive 17:02 finish. 2024 Champion Alyssa Foote (now racing for the Butte
green) finished second in18:25. Newly minted Montana Cup Hall-of-Famer Jamie Brusa rounded
out the podium at 18:55. The Bozeman ladies extended their string of victories to four straight open
cups.

Numerous participants remarked on the enjoyable AND challenging nature of the course. Several
noted that it offered a bit of everything, to highlight different people's strengths. The course lay-out



afforded the runners the rare MT-Cup experiencing of being able to view the leaders throughout the
race. Bozeman masters' runner Herman Watson said “What a great event! | wasn’t expecting to
have such a good time. Running out of oxygen for catching one or two jerseys was such a thrill and
cheering on the other race was also a good time.”

Podium finisher (and newly inducted MT Cup Hall of Famer) Jamie Brusa said "l really enjoyed the
big hill late in the race and then the smaller hill very late in the race. | enjoyed how many people
were around cheering; it seemed like there was support throughout the race, which was really
helpful.”

The stunning photography* of Kurt Wehde revealed racers in tutu’s, crop-tops, and even one tough
Bozeman female competitor running for two, WOWZA!! The views of the mountains, sunny and
partly cloudy skies, and varied terrain made for some fun running and breathtaking views.

This one will stay in my memory for a long time!! It was an honor to serve as the first female race
director for the Bozeman region. Many thanks to all who participated in, volunteered for, or
otherwise supported the event (thank you sponsors!).

See you next year in Billings, on Halloween!

Leigh Holleman

* Photos of the event by volunteer Kurt Wehde Photography are free to download but feel free to

send an optional tip to Kurt’s Venmo @Kurt-Wehde if you download and use. It’s appreciated but
not required! If posting on Instagram, feel free to credit in the caption &: @kurweedy. Thank you!
https://www.kurtwehde.com/Montana-Cup-2025

2025 Summary

e The 32" Montana Cup Cross Country Championship took place Saturday, November 1, 2025
at Gallatin County Regional Park. The race was hosted by Team Bozeman, with Leigh Holleman
acting as Race Director.

* The men raced first at 12:00, followed by the women at 1:00, and the awards banquet at
2:00.

¢ 220 finished the race including 139 men and 81 women. All 7 Montana Cup regions fielded
full scoring teams in both the men's and women's races (which has only happened three times
previously).

e Amazing racing conditions: ~60F, sunny, and negligible wind.

e Challenging 5k course, consisting of 1 major clockwise loop that gave runners a scenic tour
around the park and duck ponds. The course featured 3 hills (small, LARGE, medium), and a
mixture of surfaces: grass field, gravel path, short paved section (with grassy side option),



mowed-prairie (including well-marked gopher holes and a serpentine series of turns), and
single-track trail. It definitely checked the box as "true cross-country".

* The Missoula open men extended their current win streak to six consecutive titles. Their
dominance is largely attributable to the recruiting & inspiration provided by maroon-team
captain Nico Composto. Nico's performances and contributions were recognized with his
induction into the Montana Cup Hall-of-Fame.

https://montanacup.com/hof/

¢ In like fashion, the Bozeman open women extended their current win streak to four
consecutive titles. Bozeman team captain, race committee member, and podium finisher Jamie
Brusa was joined Nico in the Montana Cup Hall-of-Fame, Class of 2025.

¢ Great Falls running legend Branch Brady improved upon his own record as "most-senior
Montana Cup competitor" completing the course in a highly impressive 27:04 at age 78!
https://montanacup.com/trivia-fun-facts/

e Team Bozeman recaptured the highly coveted men's masters cup (aka "Zombro Cup"), while
the women's masters of Team Billings held off Bozeman and Helena to defend their cup.

e Full results are available here:
https://competitivetiming.com/montana-cup-results/#unique-id-2025

e More information is available here:
www.montanacup.com

e According to the usual rotation schedule, the next Montana Cup is set to take place in the
Billings region on Halloween day (10/31/26). See you there!

Team Results

Men's Open

1) Missoula — 27 pts

2) Bozeman — 39 pts

3) Kalispell — 105 pts
4) Helena — 106 pts

5) Great Falls — 139 pts
6) Billings — 152 pts

7) Butte — 188 pts

Men's Masters

1) Bozeman - 44 pts
2) Kalispell — 64 pts
3) Missoula — 66 pts
4) Helena — 73 pts
5) Billings — 121 pts



6) Great Falls — 159 pts
Butte — incomplete

Women's Open

1) Bozeman - 31 pts
2) Kalispell — 69 pts

3) Butte — 83 pts

4) Billings — 87 pts

5) Great Falls — 129 pts
6) Helena — 136 pts

7) Missoula — 143 pts

Women's Masters

1) Billings — 24 pts

2) Bozeman — 33 pts
3) Helena — 74 pts
Kalispell — incomplete

Great Falls —incomplete
Butte — incomplete

Individual Awards
All Montana Cup — Men's Open

1) Adam Peterman, Missoula
2) Zach Perrin, Bozeman

3) Jeff Mogavero, Missoula
4) Nate Wellington, Helena
5) Zach Sayre, Bozeman

6) Kris Brown, Missoula

7) Adam Behrendt, Bozeman

All Montana Cup — Men's Masters
1) Chris Platt, Bozeman
2) Jason Delaney, Kalispell

3) Steve Morley, Kalispell

4) Lewis Elliot, Billings

5) Jesse Carnes, Missoula

6) Herman Watson, Bozeman
7) Cory Soulliard, Missoula



All Montana Cup — Men's Junior

1) Brodie Tirrell, Bozeman

2) Kasen Kastner, Kalispell

3) David Curry, Great Falls

4) Carson Rose, Great Falls

5) lan Ferguson, Bozeman

6) Alexander Buche, Great Falls
7) Gavin Greene, Helena

All Montana Cup — Women's Open

1) Makena Morley, Bozeman

2) Alyssa Foote, Butte

3) Jamie Brusa, Bozeman*

4) Amanda Peterson, Billings

5) Morgan Delaney, Kalispell

6) Madison Liechty, Bozeman

7) Abigail Cook, Bozeman

*Montana Cup Hall-of-Fame, Class of 2025.

All Montana Cup — Women's Masters

1) Kaci Calaway, Kalispell

2) Jessica Johnson, Kalispell

3) Nicole Murray, Butte

4) Sarah Lord, Billings

5) Chelsea Dana, Billings

6) Kelcy Heringer, Billings

7) Samantha Modderman, Kalispell

All Montana Cup — Women's Junior

1) Morgan Delaney, Kalispell

2) Quinn Delaney, Kalispell

3) Stella Damyanovich, Great Falls
4) Zoe Douglass, Bozeman

5) Gwendalyn Clingan, Bozeman
6) Kelli Fry, Missoula

7) Amelia Grant, Missoula



